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Sir: 

RFPT.Y U NDF.R 37 C.F.R. §U11 

This is tn reply to the Office Action matled Apnl 30, 2002, the penod for response 
thereto having been set to expire on May 30, 2002. 

Reconsideration of the Offtce Action mailed Apnl 30, 2002, (hereinafter instant O f e 
Action"), and withdrawal of the restnction requirement directed to claims 1-29, are respectfully 

to restnction and/or election requirement. a -x^ 

The Examiner has required restnction of claims 1-29 under 35 U.S.C. §121 and 35 
use §372 to one of Groups I to V as listed at pages 2-3 of the instant Office Action. 
Apphcants respectfully traverse the restnction requirement. However, to be fully responsive to 
.he restnction requirement. Applicants provisionally elect with traverse to prosecute the claims 
drawn to claims 1-29 of Group I. . . 

The Examiner alleges ,ha. the inventions Usted as Groups I through V do no. relate to a 

the san,e or corresponding specal techn.cal features. The Examtner funher alleges that there ,s 
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nolcmon CO. wh.ch In Mar^ush Paracce .s a s.gnifican. s,™c,ura. e.en,en. shared by a,, of 

MPEP ..893.03^ W.CH sp« explains *e "uni. of — n" p.c„ce wH.cH ,s 
^HcaMe „ ,n— appHcaUons <bo,H CHap.er . and H) and . naUona, .^e app .ca o. 

L under 35 U.S.C. |37., (wH.ch *e ,ns.an, appHca.,on ,s, see .e ,ns.an. app.cauon s c,.™ 

Lr..nde.35U.S.C.n0.oPCTAppHca«onNo.PCT— 

*e IntemaUona, Prelinnnar, E.a^n.ng Authon.y (ffEA, has a,.ady apphed * s me 
la.ds fo. unUy of — n as ,he E.annne. U suppose . app,y .o .he .ns.an. apphe.. 
and the O-BA d,d no. f,nd .ha. un,.y of inve„.,on was lae.n. duHn, .he .n.e™..ona, s.age of 

suh... .ha. .he — .e,u...en. ,s no. ,n con^phanee w.h .„,.y of 

np.a^ 

which requires that for unity of invention: 
of unity of invention' ). 

AppHcan.s respec.fully poin. ou. .ha. .he s.ngle mven.We concept of al. of .he 
.He.peu.,cage„.shs.ed,nc,ain.s .-29.s.ha..heyinHibitvaseu,a.hypetpenneab, ty y 

,«.,ng.hecenu,ars,gna„ng function ofKDR(see page 8. hues 9-10andpage9„ne 
3, .opage .0,hne8of.hespec,f,cat,on). A variety of compounds have .he re,u,s,.e 
KDR .yrosine ktnase ,nh,bi.ion propeny descnbed in .he ins.an. appHcation. .nCud.ng 
an.ibod,es, pep.ides, organ.c molecules. KDR-specif,c nbozy.es, an.isense 
p„lynucleo.,desorin..acellu,a.s,nglecha,nan.,bodles.Thus,a,lof.heafo.en.en„oned 

compounds fall wi.hin .he inven.,ve concept of .he ins.an. applica.,on. 

W,th respect to the Exam.nefs allegaUon .ha, .here is no common core whtch m the 
Marlcush Pract.ce, ,s a s,gmf,cant s.ruc.ural elemen. shared by a„ of the a,te™.,ves , Appl,can.s 
d,rec. .he Examiner's attent.on to PCX Rule 13.2 which states: 

Where a group of inve„.,o„s ,s j" ^ J,^, ^.^^L l~t 

app,icat,on..her^u,remen.ofunUyof,n^^ 
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• ^ The expression Special .echnical features" shall mean those technical feamres 
that define a contribution M each of the claimed mventtons. considered as a 
whole, makes over the prior art. (emphasis added) 

Applicants respectfully point out that the technical featute that defines claims 1-29 
of the instant application is the ability to inhibit vascular hyperpermeability by selectiveb! 
inhibiting the cellular signaling function of KDR. As stated on page 9, line 35 through 
page 10 line 13, the methods claimed in the instant application should afford better 
toleration to therapy than curten, therapies or treatment with agents that less selectively 
disrupt the function of other non-KDR kinases. 

Based upon the foregoing, the restriction requirement should be withdrawn and all of the 
subject matter of claims 1-29 should be prosecuted together. Prompt and favorable acuon ,s 
earnestly solicited. 

If the Examiner believes that there are any issues that could be resolved in a telephone 
conference. Applicants tnvite the Examiner to call Applicants' undersigned agent. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Date: Oncu^ ?-sOC>e^ 

Gayle B. O'Brien 

Agent for Applicants 
Reg. No. 48,812 



Abbott Bioresearch Center, Inc. 
100 Research Drive 
Worcester, MA 01605 
(508) 688-8053 



